
55 - Slang 
What is slang,  how is it used and what does dabbing have to do with the evolution of 
language? 

Now, one thing you should know Smartypants is words are not all invented at once. 
Language is constantly evolving.  Some words fall out of favor and stop being used - 
like "groovy".  And other new words or phrases become popular or come out of 
nowhere.  Take "OK" for example.  OK was being used so frequently in the 1830's (even 
president Van Buren said it) that it was officially accepted as part of the English 
language. It’s also the English word that is most often adopted by other languages!   

At some point, all languages start using words in new ways that aren’t completely 
literal.  But all those non-literal phrases have to start somewhere.  But where? I’ll give 
you a hint-- it’s not in the dictionary.  So where do new words & phrases come from? 

The answer is... KIDS!  Young people are responsible for inventing and spreading slang 
as a way to create their own cool lingo - or kid code. 

There’s another way to make new words go viral that’s even more powerful than kids.  
Any ideas? I’ll give you a hint - it’s the reason you’re able to read this email.  Or, listen to 
WHO SMARTED?... Technology. Technology has majorly influenced the language 
people use, throughout history. Think of all the different terms that popped up because 
of computers -- like “surfin' the web," "going viral", "spam", and 100's more! 

What You'll Learn 
1.  What exactly are slang words and phrases - and how can you figure out what they 
mean? 

2.  What's the difference between a slang word or an idiom? 

3.  What is the most popular slang word that has stood the test of time.  Trust us, it's 
pretty cool... 

Activities 
1.  Tell jokes.  Jokes are a wonderful way to develop language skills in children.  Plus, 
who doesn't love a good joke?  Here are some funny ones. 

2.  Story telling or reading stories are wonderful ways to introduce new words or ideas 
to kids!  Even listening to podcasts like WhoSmarted? can foster curiosity.  Here are 
some classic short stories. 

https://atomicentertainment.lt.acemlnb.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZ3d3cuZ29vZGhvdXNla2VlcGluZy5jb20lMkZsaWZlJTJGcGFyZW50aW5nJTJGZzI4NTgxMDMzJTJGYmVzdC1qb2tlcy1mb3Ita2lkcyUyRg==&a=800072141&account=atomicentertainment%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=U9ErrP%2BmC6SwkR3Ve%2FH9sQ7F3HTPoStIPjGYrbpLUMP9uuGN0KKKwNrXlz%2BlUJ5j&s=383e7d36cab0f598c9330c1c99b4e8be&i=54A59A1A665
https://atomicentertainment.lt.acemlnb.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=https://www.whosmarted.com/v3/&a=800072141&account=atomicentertainment%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=U9ErrP%2BmC6SwkR3Ve%2FH9sQ7F3HTPoStIPjGYrbpLUMP9uuGN0KKKwNrXlz%2BlUJ5j&s=383e7d36cab0f598c9330c1c99b4e8be&i=54A59A1A666
https://atomicentertainment.lt.acemlnb.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZhbWVyaWNhbmxpdGVyYXR1cmUuY29tJTJGc2hvcnQtc3Rvcmllcy1mb3ItY2hpbGRyZW4=&a=800072141&account=atomicentertainment%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=U9ErrP%2BmC6SwkR3Ve%2FH9sQ7F3HTPoStIPjGYrbpLUMP9uuGN0KKKwNrXlz%2BlUJ5j&s=383e7d36cab0f598c9330c1c99b4e8be&i=54A59A1A667


3.  Singing is another way to include children in language.  Can't carry a tune?  They 
won't care!  Teach them your favorite camp song from when you were a child or a 
favorite cultural or religious song.  Not only will you be introducing them to new 
language, but you will also be teaching them about their family and culture.  Here are 
some fun songs to get you started. 

Additional Resources 

All languages have slang, including American Sign Language.  American Sign 
Language is used by people who are deaf and has its own language structures and 
words. Check out this video to learn more! 

Kid News 

Do you have any pets? Have you ever considered raising a lizard?  Scientists 
discovered the world's smallest reptile in Madagascar.  Its average size is 2.2 
centimeters from tip to tail.  They believe the lizard to be endangered because scientists 
have only ever spotted two.  However, when the animal you are looking for could sit on 
your finger tip, it is a little harder to find.  Read about this tiny lizard here.  1

 This activity guide is for the Who Smarted? podcast www.WhoSmarted.com1

http://www.whosmarted.com
https://atomicentertainment.lt.acemlnb.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZ3d3cuZmF0aGVybHkuY29tJTJGcGxheSUyRjgtZWFzeS1jYW1wLXNvbmdzLXRvLXJlbWVtYmVyLWFuZC10ZWFjaCUyRg==&a=800072141&account=atomicentertainment%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=U9ErrP%2BmC6SwkR3Ve%2FH9sQ7F3HTPoStIPjGYrbpLUMP9uuGN0KKKwNrXlz%2BlUJ5j&s=383e7d36cab0f598c9330c1c99b4e8be&i=54A59A1A668
https://atomicentertainment.lt.acemlnb.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZ3d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20lMkZ3YXRjaCUzRnYlM0R3YTBueHBwTUotUQ==&a=800072141&account=atomicentertainment%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=U9ErrP%2BmC6SwkR3Ve%2FH9sQ7F3HTPoStIPjGYrbpLUMP9uuGN0KKKwNrXlz%2BlUJ5j&s=383e7d36cab0f598c9330c1c99b4e8be&i=54A59A1A669
https://atomicentertainment.lt.acemlnb.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZuZXdzZm9ya2lkcy5uZXQlMkZhcnRpY2xlcyUyRjIwMjElMkYwMiUyRjA5JTJGc2NpZW50aXN0cy1tYXktaGF2ZS1mb3VuZC13b3JsZHMtdGluaWVzdC1yZXB0aWxlJTJG&a=800072141&account=atomicentertainment%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=U9ErrP%2BmC6SwkR3Ve%2FH9sQ7F3HTPoStIPjGYrbpLUMP9uuGN0KKKwNrXlz%2BlUJ5j&s=383e7d36cab0f598c9330c1c99b4e8be&i=54A59A1A670

