
63 - Animal Sex Changes 
Can Animals Change Sex?  Did you know some animals change from being boys to 
girls or girls to boys? What animals do this and why? 

Do you think animals change sex because:  A. Girls have more fun?  B. Boys get more 
attention?  C. It’s their true identity?  Or, D. To insure the survival of the species?  If you 
said, D -- you’re right!  Take for instance, a species that starts running low on males in 
the population.  Well, thanks to sequential hermaphroditism they can just make more. 

Sometimes animals change sex naturally. The animals are supposed to change -- 
they’re biologically designed to do so.  But sometimes, it means something’s not quite 
right with their environment. Many scientists think bearded dragons are changing from 
male to females because of the rise in temperatures all over the world.  Same goes with 
some corals due to rising ocean temperatures.  

When the environment gets too warm, whether in the water, on land, or inside an egg, it 
can cause chemicals inside the animal's body to release hormones. So even if the 
bearded dragon, or a duck, or a fish was supposed to be male or female, it will look and 
act like the opposite sex because the changing temperature caused different hormones 
to be released. 

What You'll Learn 
1.  Which animals change sex and why? 

2.  Do animals change sex naturally/by design or because of outside influences like 
environment 

3. Why do most of the animals that change sex live in the ocean? 

Activities 
1.  You can make your own clownfish with these great instructions! 

2.  Are starfish more your style?  You can learn how to make one here. 

3.  Ducks are also known to change sex when they need to.  Check out how to make 
your own duck here! 

https://atomicentertainment.lt.acemlnb.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZmcm9tYWJjc3RvYWN0cy5jb20lMkZmaW5kaW5nLW5lbW8tdGFwZS1yZXNpc3QtY2xvd24tZmlzaCUyRg==&a=800072141&account=atomicentertainment%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=U9ErrP%2BmC6SwkR3Ve%2FH9sQ7F3HTPoStIPjGYrbpLUMP9uuGN0KKKwNrXlz%2BlUJ5j&s=383e7d36cab0f598c9330c1c99b4e8be&i=63A68A1A787
https://atomicentertainment.lt.acemlnb.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZhbGl0dGxlcGluY2hvZnBlcmZlY3QuY29tJTJGc3RhcmZpc2gtY3JhZnQtYW5kLWZyZWUtdGVtcGxhdGUtZm9yLWtpZHMlMkY=&a=800072141&account=atomicentertainment%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=U9ErrP%2BmC6SwkR3Ve%2FH9sQ7F3HTPoStIPjGYrbpLUMP9uuGN0KKKwNrXlz%2BlUJ5j&s=383e7d36cab0f598c9330c1c99b4e8be&i=63A68A1A788
https://atomicentertainment.lt.acemlnb.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZpaGVhcnRjcmFmdHl0aGluZ3MuY29tJTJGYWRvcmFibGUtZHVjay1maW5nZXItcHVwcGV0cy5odG1s&a=800072141&account=atomicentertainment%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=U9ErrP%2BmC6SwkR3Ve%2FH9sQ7F3HTPoStIPjGYrbpLUMP9uuGN0KKKwNrXlz%2BlUJ5j&s=383e7d36cab0f598c9330c1c99b4e8be&i=63A68A1A789
https://atomicentertainment.lt.acemlnb.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZpaGVhcnRjcmFmdHl0aGluZ3MuY29tJTJGYWRvcmFibGUtZHVjay1maW5nZXItcHVwcGV0cy5odG1s&a=800072141&account=atomicentertainment%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=U9ErrP%2BmC6SwkR3Ve%2FH9sQ7F3HTPoStIPjGYrbpLUMP9uuGN0KKKwNrXlz%2BlUJ5j&s=383e7d36cab0f598c9330c1c99b4e8be&i=63A68A1A789


Additional Resources 

While many different kinds of animals are able to change sex, a large section of them 
live in water.  Check out this virtual tour of the National Aquarium in Baltimore!  Can you 
spot any of the animals WhoSmarted? talked about today?  Do you have a favorite? 

Kid News 

Some dogs are able to learn a new word after hearing it only four times!  A recent study 
by scientists in Hungary showed that some very smart dogs are able to understand 
what a word means after hearing it four times.  Unfortunately, unlike children, the dogs 
were not able to retain the information after 10 minutes without more training.  Read 
about these remarkable dogs here.1

 This activity guide is for the Who Smarted? podcast www.WhoSmarted.com1

http://www.whosmarted.com
https://atomicentertainment.lt.acemlnb.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZhcXVhLm9yZyUyRm1lZGlhJTJGdmlydHVhbHRvdXJzJTJGYmFsdGltb3JlJTJGaW5kZXguaHRtbA==&a=800072141&account=atomicentertainment%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=U9ErrP%2BmC6SwkR3Ve%2FH9sQ7F3HTPoStIPjGYrbpLUMP9uuGN0KKKwNrXlz%2BlUJ5j&s=383e7d36cab0f598c9330c1c99b4e8be&i=63A68A1A790
https://atomicentertainment.lt.acemlnb.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZuZXdzZm9ya2lkcy5uZXQlMkZhcnRpY2xlcyUyRjIwMjElMkYwMSUyRjI4JTJGYS1mZXctZ2VuaXVzLWRvZ3MtY2FuLWxlYXJuLXdvcmRzLXF1aWNrbHklMkY=&a=800072141&account=atomicentertainment%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=U9ErrP%2BmC6SwkR3Ve%2FH9sQ7F3HTPoStIPjGYrbpLUMP9uuGN0KKKwNrXlz%2BlUJ5j&s=383e7d36cab0f598c9330c1c99b4e8be&i=63A68A1A791

